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Culverley Green Residents Association an association of residents, recognised by Lewisham Council, concerned with the preservation of the character
and community of the Culverley Green Conservation Area

June 2017

Useful contacts
Lewisham Council:
Street cleaning, rubbish and
abandoned car removal 8314 7171
Noise (weekdays) 8314 7237
Planning 8314 7400
Green waste service 8314 9756

Police (non-emergency) 101
Safe Neighbourhood team 8721 2488

Bring back the railings! The CGRA's next big initiative is to
restore the railings and the three gates
on the Green. Alice Baker is leading the
project, and we'd love to hear from
anyone who would like to get involved.

Take a walk around the Green and
you'll see the sad state of the chain link
fence. Such a pity when the results of
our planting are looking so good.

The railings were probably removed
in 1940-41 to support the war effort.
Many London parks and squares
similarly lost their surrounds.
Unfortunately, the iron proved to be
unusable and it is said that they were all
dumped in the Thames Estuary off
Sheerness. Allegedly the quantity of
railings on the sea bed at some parts in
the estuary was so great that the
compasses on passing ships were
affected.
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Culverley Green Residents Association

Live Music, Tea and Cakes, Plant Stall,
Childrens Games, Face Painting and More.

This Year with Free Rides on Mechanical Animals
for Ages 3 to Adult.

Free Admission

Saturday 17th June
2-5pm on the Green

All welcome 
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Dear All,

Can I once again
thank all those who
came to our Annual
General Meeting in
April. We were
parrticularly pleased to

see both our MP Heidi Alexander and
Deputy Mayor Cllr. Alan Smith.

We had two very interesting speakers:
one from Beckenham Place spoke
about the plans for the redevelopment of
the park and the time scale; the other
talked about the plans for the Fellowship
Pub in Bellingham and about the history
of the building which was fascinating.
We all look forward to both these
projects starting and their eventual
completion.

At the meeting the problems with
parking that some residents are having
was raised from the floor. This is a very
divisive issue and the Residents
Association does not have a position. It
is up to individuals to express their
views to the Council. This can be done

on line at http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/
myservices/parking/permits/Pages/
Request-or-review-a-CPZ.aspx or by
email to traffic@lewisham.gov.uk.

It is now possible to have a CPZ with
restriction for only two hours. But
experience elsewhere has shown that a
CPZ can reduce the overall number of
parking spaces and, obviously, comes at
a cost to residents.

We continue to receive and forward
complaints about the parking outside
Rushey Green School and the
surrounding houses. Unfortunately there
appears to have been a rise in the
number of unpleasant incidences
experienced by householders with
parents. If you are a victim of this kind
of inconsiderate behaviour the advice is
not to engage with the driver but to take
a photograph of the car and its number
plate and send it to:
traffic@lewisham.gov.uk and send a copy
to the Safe Neighbourhood Team:
CatfordSouth@met.pnn.police.uk.

On a more positive note, the meeting
was very supportive of continuing the
tree planting campaign and agreed to go
forward with seeking funds for railings
around the Green. And speaking of
which, over £100 was raised at the Yard
Sale in April towards the Tree Fund.
Thanks to Jenny Wood, our Events
Secretary, who also organised the
magnificent Easter Egg Hunt (with the
most children we've ever had) and the
Teddy Bears Picnic and storytelling.

On Saturday 17th June residents are
organising a Great Get Together Lunch
to celebrate Jo Cox from 12.00 to 3.00
on Penerley Road (which will be closed
between Bargery and Inchmery).

And that same afternoon we are
holding our annual fete, in conjunction
with the London Open Squares
Weekend. All the usual stalls will be
there along with some musical
entertainment. This year we have the
added excitement of mechanical
animals on Thornsbeach Road by the
Green! I have to confess I am very
intrigued!

For those of you who want to join the
Residents Assocation, we are collecting
membership dues now and, if they have
not done so already, our road
representatives will be knocking on your
door. It is still only £7 for a household
and £5 for a single person.

Hope to see you on June 17th.

Letter from the Chair: Kate Richardson

Kate

Want to make a lovely display of colour
and all year interest and bring a bit of
vibrancy to your street ?

Why not create a Tree Pit Bed for any
tree in your road. Bear in mind it will
need to be watered in a hot spell twice
a day!

The best way to create a blooming
tree pit is to give it a good start in life,
you can help this by putting a wooden
frame around the area not covered by
tarmac. Decking is good for this, and
can be bought locally and cheaply if it's
an off-cut or a bit bendy.

Measure the space available and cut
lengths accordingly. Screw it together
with right angle metal repair brackets,
sold by all DIY stores. This frame helps
hold in moisture, provides a box for a

good fill of fertile compost, and stops
people treading on the plants as they
get out of their cars!

Then plant ... choose tough drought
resistant plants that don't get too big ...
Bergenias, Thrift, Cranesbill (perennial
geranium) Lavender, Salvias, Irises,
Stachys (Lamb's tongue),
Sedum, Sage, Pot
Marigolds, Small Cistus,
Cotton Lavender,
Dianthus and Alyssum all
work well, and can be
propagated or bought
locally. Try the plant stall
by the Broadway
Theatre.

Finally, in the autumn
fill with bulbs for

flowering the following spring.
These additions to the street seem to

be going down really well and haven't
been vandalised or tarmacked over by
the Council!

This technique can also be used in
your front garden.

Tree pit cultivation Alice Baker, Tree Officer
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Phoebe's: update
As many of you will recall the planning
appeal was turned down by the
Inspector as
‘the building would not be consistent
with, or sympathetic to, the key
characteristics which define the
conservation area within which it is
located. In failing to do this, even
though the current site is one identified
as where improvement is sought, it
would be detrimental to the character
and appearance of the area.’

No new planning application has
been made so far but one is being
prepared. On 20th April local residents
were invited to a Public Consultation.

The proposal presented was very
similar to the previous one – a line of 3
storied, semi-detached blocks, each
containing 6 flats with a smaller block at

the eastern end of the row, totalling 27
units, aligned close to and along the
northern boundary of the site. There will
be an open area south of this
comprising shared open space and car
parking.

However the roofs are now pitched,
rather than flat. Each new building has a
third storey within the pitched roof,
where this is common only around the
Green. This third storey is taller than the
two-storey Edwardian houses on
Penerley and Bargery roads and so will
affect the residents.

The scheme still appears dominated by
the desire to maximise the number of
dwellings on the site, with no more than
a token nod to the architecture of the
area. The bricks will be the ubiquitous
type found in all new identikit
developments, not matching those of
the area and there are some very odd
features, such as brick bargeboards.
Only a few flats will have back gardens,
and they are tiny.

Do you think this overcomes the
Inspector's objections to the previous
scheme?

Salters Events
We provide local pop-up supper clubs,
private dining and family event catering.

www.saltersevents.co.uk
saltersevents@gmail.com

07709427811 or 07894846327

@saltersevents

We sell organic fruit and veg; artisan
breads and pastries; wines from small
independent producers (some organic);
a range of locally brewed craft beer;
Neal's Yard cheese; British charcuterie;
organic groceries and deli fine foods.

Mon-Wed: 9-5
Thurs - Sat: 9-7
Sun: 9-3

7 Sandhurst Market, SE6 1DL
Tel: 020 8698 9848
www.goodfood.org.uk

@goodfoodcatford
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17 June Summer fete on the Green
17 June Great Get Together Lunch
8-16 Sep Catford Free Film Festival
16 Sep Yard sale
23/24 Sep Catford Arts trail
30 Sep/1Oct Catford Arts trail
19 Oct Bulb Planting on the Green
11 Dec Carol singing on the Green

Events diary

RESIDENTS FROM THE FOLLOWING
ROADS ARE INVITED TO BECOME
MEMBERS:

ARRAN, BARGERY, BROMLEY (25-129),
CULVERLEY, INCHMERY, NEWQUAY,
PENERLEY, THORNSBEACH (1-15 & 2-24)

The CGRA Committee

Chair Kate Richardson, 38 Arran
Vice- Chair Howard Kanini, 146 Inchmery
Secretary Diana Cashin, 64 Bargery
Treasurer Jenny Wood, 164 Inchmery
Social Sec. Jean Strange, 100 Bargery
Events Sec. Jenny Wood,164 Inchmery
Tree Officer Alice Baker, 48 Arran

Street representatives

Arran Tara Nelson (108)
Alice Baker (48)

Bargery Jean Strange (100)
Diana Cashin (64)

Bromley Bob & Mary Metcalf (4 Penerley)
Culverley François Kitching (94)
Inchmery Charlotte Little (95)

Saladin Mecked-Garcia (121)
Newquay Bob Ballam (59)

Matthew Wood (80)
Penerley Bob & Mary Metcalf (4)
Thornsbeach Mark Lingwood (13)

Newsletter Eric Kentley
editor erickentley@gmail.com

Adverts dianacashin@aol.com

Jean's Crab, Lemon, Fennel and Watercress Salad with Aioli

500 grams white crab meat or
500 grams of a mixture of crab,
crayfish tails, prawns, hot
smoked salmon flakes

1 fennel bulb finely sliced
1 red chilli deseeded and finely
shopped.

100 grams watercress or rocket
Juice of ½ lemon
Juice of ½ lime
Salt and pepper
4 slices of toasted ciabatta
Aioli

1. Combine the crab, fennel,
chilli and watercress or rocket
in a bowl.

2. Just before serving squeeze the
lemon & lime over the salad.

3. Drizzle with vinaigrette
dressing and season with salt
and pepper

4. Mix gently and serve on
individual plates with the
toasted ciabatta and a spoonful
of aioli.

Lightly poached asparagus makes
a nice addition.

Phil Leggett
Fresh fish from Grimsby

visits the Culverley Green area on
Tuesdays, 9 am to 3pm

If you want me to call, phone
07961 326894 or email
philleg1957@live.co.uk


